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take three millions is robbed? And then what, pray, am I but a robber ? "
<(Yet I cannot see how that can happen in the present case," replied M. Magnien.
<(In the devil's name," exclaimed Junot, C(do you not see that the man from whom I purchase cotton to-night for one franc and fifty centimes will not have it in his magazines to-morrow to sell for five or six francs, as you say he would, and as I am very glad to hear he will ? I am sure that when the unfortunate merchant should find he was deprived of the opportunity of selling his cotton at the advanced rate he would vent imprecations on me and my administration."
"But," observed the other, <(he need not know who is the purchaser. The secret shall be sacredly kept."
Junot advanced to Magnien, his eyes flashing fire. The college companion thought he was in the presence of his deadliest enemy.
<( Magnien," said he, <( thank our old friendship, and still more your own stupidity, for your safety; for your stupidity, I am convinced, has inspired you with this fine project. It is therefore beneath me to be angry with you. For, upon reflection, I cannot believe that you, who, for the last two months have been witness to all my anxiety and solicitude for the declining trade of Lisbon, can seriously recommend me to sink it still deeper by such a swindling trick. For I tell you again that what you advise is nothing else. But enough! write on, and say no more about it."
Junot was violently excited. He said no more, but instantly formed a resolution. He dictated the decree to MM. Fissout and Magnien, and then, calling the aid-decamp on duty, gave him orders to proceed immediately to the Government printer (the aid-de-camp not knowing thewhich was destined to overwhelm us, Junot was fortifying him-
